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Saturday, Oftober 26. 1706. 


Am coming now to enquire into that 
Part of the Queftion, ‘relating to the 
Union with Scotland, Viz. Who hall 
be the better, who fhall be Gainers by its 
and before I go about this on my own Head, 


I think it cannot be amifs to give you a 


better Opinion than mine, and for that 1 
fhall need to go no farther than the QUEEN 
Her felf. 

When the Lords Commifficners on ei- 


ther fide prefented Her Majefty with the 


Draught of the Treaty, fign’d under their 


_ Hands,HerMéjefty was pleas’d among other 


things to exprefsHer felf tothis Effet, That 
she Particulars of. whe Tréaty appear'd fo rea- 
fonable , and fo great a Security and Advan- 
sage to both Kingdoms , that Her Majefty 
would look upon it as a Happinefs to have the 


| Uniow finifoed in Her Reigns 


In the QUEEN’s Letter to the Parlia- 
ment of Scotland, Her Maijefty has thefe 
Words of the Union— ‘That an entire 
‘and perfe& Union will be the folid Foun- 
‘dation of a lafting Peace 3 That ic will {e- 
‘cure our Religon, Liberty, and Property, 
* remove theAnimofities among your felves, 
‘and the Jealoufies andDifferences between 
* the two Kingdoms : That it muft increafe 
* our Strength, Riches and Trade ; and by 
* this Union, the whole Ifland being joyned 
‘in Affeétion, and free from all Apprehen- 
*fions of different Interefts, will be inabled 
“to refift all its Enemies,fupport the Prote- 
* ftant Intereft every where, and mainrain 
*the Liberties of Europe. That the Union is 
* the only Way to fecure our prefent and fu- 


“cure Happinefs, and to difappoint the De- 


*figns of our Enemies, who will doubtle(s 
‘on 


Cron 


mofities, How was every Quarreldecided 


*on this Occafion, ule their utmoft Endea- 
‘yours to delay or difappoint this Union, 
which muft fo much contribute to our Glo- 
‘ry, and the Happinefs of oug People. Let- 
ser $0 the Parliament of Scotland. 

After all this faid from the QUEEN, I 
would be glad to fee fome of our obferving 
Criticks ites me a Reafon, why I, asa 
poor gifted Brother, may not be allow’d to 
hold forth wpon fuch a Text, while the 
more learned and accurate of the fcribling 
Tribe,{corn to defcend fo low. ; 

And to defcend therefore to the particu- 
lars————Js will be the folid Foundation of 
a lafting Peace, fays Her Majefty ——Who 
thai) be Gainers by this ? Or rather who 
not? Well may the QUEBN fay, it will be 
a Happinefs of both Kingdoms. Who are 
not Gainers by Peace, that have any chi 
tolofe ? —No Menare fo forward to wi 
the Diftraétions and Divifions of their na- 
tive Gountry, as thofe, whofe Fortunes 
being defperate, expe& to be Gainers by 
the Spoils of their Neighbours; all thofe, 
~whole Subftance is worth their Care, will 
be Friends to the Peace of the Nation. 

Men that have Inheritances and Families 
are tied to the Intereft and Welfare of their 
Country, by their indiffolvible Obligations 
of Nature and Reafon ; ‘tis impofhble 
thefe Men can with for any Diforders,or any 
Way rejoice in the approaching Miferies ot 
vheir Country, withoue atting againft 
themfelves, and flabbing the Heart of their 
own Profperity. 

Nothing can be more grateful to thefe 
Men, than a folid Foundation of a lafting 
Peace; therein is the Security of what they 
enjoy, and a Spur te the Jnduftry of them 
and their Families, in order toa tarther Jn- 
creafe—What Heart can Men have to'h- 
hour, contrive and execute, when the pre- 
carious unfettled Pofture of the Country, 
they live in, leaves them no roow to hope, 
they thall peaceably enjoy the Fruit of their 
Labour; when their Wealth is a the Mer- 
€y of every Rabble, and every tumultuous 
Breach between Parties as well as Natiuas, 
expofes them and their Eftates ro Rym and 
Deftrvétion ? 

Let any Man look back to the Times, 
when the two Nations, we are {peaking of, 
tiv’d in mutual Jealoufies and mutual Ani- 


by Blood, every Trifle follow’d with In- 


roades and Devaftations, every perfonalFa- 


mily-Pique reveng’d upon the Country? — 


The Borders were the Courts of Judicature _ 


inaSort, where the Rights of Familiesand _ 


Nations were tryed by theunequal Decijiion 
of the Sword. 


Never was fuch a Place of Blood, Rob- 7 
bery, and all Sorts of Cruelty, as the 
Marches of the two Kingdoms; the Rob- _ 


beries of the 4Arzbs on the Deferts and Pat 


fages of Afiz, are not to be reckon’d with | 
them, nor the Arabs themfelyes to the — 
Borderers, who on all Occafions plunder’d 


Friend and Enemy. 


Not the Banditi of Naples, nor the Cof- S| 
Sacks in Hungary and Poland,came up toour — 


old Bands of Border-Thieves, Mofs-Troop- 


ers, and fuch Monfters, who inhabited be- 4 | 


tween the Nations. 
No Wonder the Counrry lies barren to 


this Day, which tho fruitful enough in its” 4 } 
Nature, has been only plow’d with the — 


Sword, and fatten’d or manured with the 
Blood of Men. How frequently do they, | 


now in the Fields on the Borders of each 4 
Kingdom, plow up the Bones of Men, _ 
and difcover the miferable Antiquities of 


eternal Feuds between the Nations! 

What Armies of Britifh Heroes, Legions 
of Roman Soldiers, 
Wes have been loft, 

e bloody Feuds between thefe two Na- 


tions ! andifthe original Causes of all chefe i: | 


Mileries were to be examin’d, how triflin 


to the Eafinefs of prevent 

aed tae a preventing them! 
how eafie had 
dy ta have bid fair 
and I am perfwaded, the Reputation of the 
Englifhand Scots. Forces always confider’d, 
ee had always held che Ballance of Ex- 
the World, and Gt as ithe 
ponte Ores as QUEEN of all the 


How faalifh then-has, been the Strife bee 


tween thefe twoSifters? How has it k 

them both down, and ieffen’d their: Bis spe. 
in the World? How healt been mun ong 
exorbitant Tyrants in 


Aujirian and Galican? 


ations heen originally one, 4 
it been for fecha caida | 
for’ futdre Conquefts, 


n 
. 


how weak would they be found, compar'd | 


been the Rife of 
other Nations, both 


What 


and thoufands of Eig- 
and are forgotten,in — 


She had always beem the Arbitrefsof 


<2) 
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What Work -had Edward 1. made in the 
World, a Prince of that Fire in his Soul, 
and that Fury in his Hand if, Scotland ha- 
ving been united under his Scepter, he had 
turn’d the whole Force of that colleéted 
Body againft France, then grown very great 


self it betrue, that 300000 Men loft their 
Lives on both fides, in the feveral long 


Wars with Scotlend during his Reign, what 
muft notfucha Power, oy pager hehe 
‘Captain, have done in the World ? 

In a Word, nothing has cramp’d the 
Glory, and kept low che Charaéters of both 
thefe Nations, but their implacable Feuds 
one with another 3 and who would not de- 
fire Peace between them? 


MIscELLANEA. 


Have in two particular Reviews (poken 

my Mirid ia the Affair of the Players, 
by the Authority of the Univerfity erecting 
their Houfe at Oxford; the ill Confequence 
of which I have ferioufly recommended to 
the Univerfity to confider of. 

Whether they have been pleas’d to think 
it worth their while or no; or how far they 
have one way orother aed on that Occa- 
fion, I referve to future Confiderations ¢ 
nor had I fo foon re-affum’d that Subje&, 
but for the following ingenious Letter, 
which [ have had by me for fometime. Y 
forbore to publifh it hitherto, becaufe of 
the Compliment paid in the Beginning, ‘to 
thefe Endeavours of mine; but £ conftrain 
my {elf rather to be thought vain enough 
to be pleas’d withthem, than omit the Sub- 


france of che Letter, which is as follows. 


Ive me leave, Sir, as 4 Friend to Ver- 

J rue and Religion, to return you Thanks 

for the great Zeal you bave fhewn againft she 
Enemics of both, in expofing the Wickedne/s of 
the Stage, and the Folly of thofe that give En- 
couragement to it. I affure you, Sir, your 


b Defign is highly approv'd of by feveral very 


worthy Gentlemen, and therefore I bope, you 
will ftrll purfue it, "Tis a copious Subjett, and 
net eafily exbaufted : and as the Ladies, I 
doubt, are the greateft Friends to the May- 
boujes, it might perbaps be of fome Ue to 
Spend one or two Reviews in an Addrefs to 
them, who gene rally [peaking are eafer wrought 
upon than the Men. J fhall not pretend to 
dire& you in this Mater, but I believe, it 


would not be amifs to take Notice, bow lJissle 


Regard the Players bave fhewn to Her fae 


jelty’s Order for regulating 
(notmithftanding that) they beve continued to 
ak fome of tbofeivery Plays, for which they 
were fo juftly complain’d of before, as well as 
others equally as feandalous—memoBust this . 
muft leave to your own Difcrerion, and fos 
take up no more df your Time, but to be. 
your Pardon for sbis Trouble, whoam, 
Auguft, 14th. Sir, 
1706. 


the Spage 5 fince 


Yours unknewn, & 


Thave hitherto avoided printing the: 
Papers at the Plays, for the foSowing Rea 
fons, among many others. 

Firft, Mr. Collier had fo fignificantly, anc 
as I thoughe, effe@tually expofed them 
that I really believ’d, the wifeft and fober- 
eft of our Peopl: of both Sexes would have 
fignified their Affent to his extraordinary 
Argument, by difcouraging their Appear- 
ance, till they had pleas‘ to reform theit 
Prattice.. 

Secondly, I thought, the.Players them: 
felves would have been fo ingenuons, aste 
have correéted thofe. Errors, which muft 
make them odious to wife Men, -and fome- 
time or other expofe them to the publick 
Indignation, 

Thirdly, 1 thought, the Perfecutions they 
have been under for Blafphemy and Proe 
phanenefs, and fhofe. that ftill threaten 
them on the fame Heads, might have. re- 
duced them to fome Pitch of Modefty, lefs 
fatal to our Youth, and lefs dettructive to 
good Manners, and our labour'd Reforma: 
tion, 


alt 
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And laflly, 1 was in hopes, that Her 
Majefty’s late Order for regulating of Plays, 
ard a Commiffion granted for that Pur- 
pofe, would have been more effectual than 
1 dovbe it will, for the reftraining thofe 
Exceffes which (ober Men complain of ; and 
that the Stage would have been, as no 
Queftion it might be, a Difcouragement to 
Vice, and an Iluftrationc: V.rcve, and a 
Fountaiit of Wit, Learning, Eloquence, 
and polite Language, untainted with In- 
decency and Immoralities, 

But what fhall we fay now, while we 
tind, the Poets and A€tors have one of the 
moft unhappy, but unan{werable Argument 
to ule in their own Defence, that can be 
imagin’d, and that is, what indeed this 
Letter ftrikes at 3 and therefore firft let 
us bring them in pleading for themfelves. 

Tf you will have us reform our Plays, and 
give {ober Turns to our Language 3 if you 
will have dull Vertue run thro’ all our Plots, 
if every Hero muft be a good Chriftian, if 
the Beau muft not wear, the Bully fwagger, 
the Fop talk Blafphemy, nor the Rake 
beaftlily ; Why then, Gentlemen, you 
muft petition the QUEEN for an Allow- 
ance or Stipend to us, to maintain the A&- 
ors and Undertakers, with a Price to the 
Poets and Compofers, that the Plays may 
be aéted Gratis, ond the Doors fet open for 
the People to come in for nothing. 

But on the other hand, if the Players 
muft live, and the Poets have athird Day; 
if the Charge muft be maintain’d by the 
Auditory, and they muft give from 15. 64. 
to 6s.per Head for their Places, you muff 
att what they like, or they won’t come 
there——If a Man opens his Shop, he muft 
have fuch Goods as will pleafe his Cu- 
ftomers, or elieshey won’chuy. The Spe- 
ators of Plays differ irom what might be 
in the Days ot Spencer, Shakefpear, and the 
Antients; Folks come to the Play for Diver- 
fion, not for Jafruélion, they come to 
lauch sotto learr; to be merry, and pteafe 
the Fency, nocin‘ormthe Judgmenr; and 
that therefore, if they muft live by their 


Trade, they muft expofe fach Ware as. will 


pial their Cuftomers,or muft breal, and 
be undone, 


ee aan | 
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They then goon to defcribe their Audi. 4 
tory, and the teveral Surts of People that — 
make up the Aflembly, and bow they are 
oblig’d to previde proper Difhes for every 
Palaie, which farther confirms the Arga. 
ment ; mm ) 

That their Pict and Boxes fhine with a { 
lauglicg Ladies, rallying Kops, Town Jilts, 
Country Culies, young Citizens, and old ~ 
Sinners; The Gaileries are throng’d with 
mask’d Beauties,- and patch’d UglinefS, | 
Pimps, Pickpockets, Whores, &c, inabun- 
dance. hh - 

Here and there an honeft Woman fits, | 
fo hard to bediftinguith’d, and fo little re- — 
garded! Here andthere a Judge of Wit, 
Senile, and Humour! Hereand there one | 
that canabftraé the Wit from the Buffvon- _ 
ry, and like the Bee, gather the Honey, 
and leave the Poifon ; but alasofthele,how _ 
few and how feldom tobe feca | 

Are thefe enough to fupport the Play- 
houle, fay they, or rather, would they pay 
the Sallary of the Man that fnuffsthe Can- 
dles ? How then hall the Play-houfe fub- 
fift, unlefs they humour the Town, and 
force an Auditory by that which fuits both q 
their Inclination and Expe@ation? ’Tis not | 


therefore fo much the Fault of the Players, 
as of the Speétators ; wholike Barskolomew- 
Fair, muft have the merry Andrew and his 
Tricks to bringfyou in, and affure you, by 
the Folly without,. that there is Foppe:y _ | 
within, or elfe there would be no Trade, 
and the Players muft be uadone. — - 
Thefe things, I contefs, amount to fume- 
thing of a Reafon, butwho it refs up 
on, muft be farther debated in our NEXi— | 
: 
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ADVERTISEMENT, | 


X Seq or Land, the Venereal Difeafe 
is Cused, with Safety, Speed, Privacy, Cre 

tasty, and witieut Confinemmnt, by Dr. S---, 
at the Golden- Ball, in Hulfemoon-Cowrt. on Lud 
gute-Hill, who fas had 12 Years Experience, and 
above 1000 Patients in that particular Di 
a Bax of his Pifls and 8 Papers of Powder, w 
printed Diveddionss - Prive7 s. ; 
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